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THE REUGIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN 

Prof. Dr. Orhan KARMIŞ 

Th~re is a clear need to provide our children w~~h healthy reli'gious 
knowledge. in the fami·ly and at school, before their brains become full 
,o1 superstition and sophistry paıssing as religious informa•tion. But what 
are the methods and ways whioh are suitable for this eftort? We must 
accept the fact tha1 this is not o simple, ordinary task. This i.mportant 
work deinands collaboration among a number of soholars who .are spe­
cia·lists · in the ir respective field s. We mu st, a·fter all, come to· a · better 
knowledge of phildren's psychology. Accordingly, the insights of psy­
ohology must be utifized in applying ty.pes of pedagogic methods. At the 
same time, we must not forget t'he necessity -of harmonizing the specific 
studies wifhin the general principles of peda·gogy and didactic systeıms. 

My poinıt is that there must not be any contradictions or inconsistencies 
between the methodology of general education and that of -religious 
education. 

If reliıgious educations is di·fferent from and inconsistent wirh the 
methods of general education, it is inevitable ıtıhat there 'be nega•tive 
effects on the psyohology of the children. For example. a student will 
find re:ligious subjects unattractive if religious lessons are forced upon 
the children by methods of domina.tion and employ methods of rote 
memorization. Along with his ·religious lessons. the student is, at the 
same time, ta.king other subjects in which more positive and active 
methods are employed. Even if we apply sound and healt'hy ıre·Jigious 

teaohing af.ter the ohHdren ·have already ·been forced, it wHI be difficult 
to overcome the negative effects which resulted aıt the baginning of his 
religious studies. 

One of the most important elements of the ·religious education of 
children is that .there is no doubt ·that religion teachers ıthemse:Jves must 
know •better the important espacts of ttheir own reli'glon and understand 
them from healthy sources. If ·tıhe ·basic religious principles wıhich are 
give-n to students are ·not ·based on healthy sources. tt wfıı be very dl·ffi­
cult to remove !atar the negative effects of these teachings on their 
minds and hearts.· -Everyone knows these facts and the ·bad results oi 



2 Prof. Dr. Orhan KARMIŞ 

false applioations. We know that experiences and ·k·nowledge whloh are 
taken on in the Hme of Chrld:hood have an ~mportant influence on human 
ohoracter. T'his knowledge and experience can ·ı>e regarded as ttle foun­
dation stones of the human charocter. If we try to uproot one or more 
of -t:hese foundation stones, In one woy or another, from tlhe :human per­
sonanty, the person may suffer a great depre-sslon. Tıhe spread of such 
depresslon can cause unhappiness in personal :ltfe and dlsorder In soci­
ety. No societ·y or state deslres such big problems. 

In Turkey, students ·begin to take .~hek reltgious lessons a·t the 
fourth class of elementery school. ·Before this üme, o chlld can :leam a·nd 
have some reHglous experience from tıis family and environment; it is 
sametimes the cose rho·t he wHI 'have taken Our'an courses w.hloh are 
held a•t the mosques, especial~y durin.g the summer ·holidays. In fact, nhis 
knowledge, in what may be collod informa:ı education, is not syatematic 
and depends upon memoriz~g 'by heart. If some wror).g religlous i-nfor­
mation .should ·be presented to ·rhildren os correct rellgious teachlng, 
this wrong information can contradict sound ·religious teachfng. To elimi­
nete these contradictions is ·not em~y. Unless these contradictlons are 
faced and resolved, 11he ohlld will become fonati·c or normw ... miflded or, 
w.hat is the opposite of tıhis situation, he could develop hostiltty and nego­
tfve feelings about -rel~lon orid turn o~t to tıove an unpleasant person amy. 
For these reasons, we must ·not allow ourse~ves to ıbe unawore of .the 
chifd's previous rel\gious tralning. 

Approxımately 1.5 or 2 mllion people of tıhe Turkish population stili 
live in vorlous European states. The Turkish chHd obtalns his formal 
education in the schools of German.y, Netheriands, ·Belgium. France, and 
Austrio. ı cannot say nha•t, untii very recen.t times, these Turkish children 
have recelved systemotıc rellgious educatlon. However, ın 1979, Germany 
began a -serlous and scienti<flc study aıbout tıhe -religlous educatlon of 
Turkish clüldren. ,Generally, as in oNler Western coun·tries, i-n the Federal 
Republic of Germany, religious educaıtion ıt>egins in the fifst years of the 
elementorv. schools. For this reoson, the rellgious educatlon of those 
children who ·have great difficulty reading and wrlting the language ıs a 
question of great cancem for us. But 1 ·feel that there are no greot 
difficulties for G&rmans in this. matter, beoause they have had useful 
experiences in ·raising thelr own ch i·idren according to Protestant or 
Catholic principles. .As a matter of fact, 1Jhey have prepored a good 
currlculum which is In harmony wlth the peaogoglcal prlnclples of the 
genera·l educationaı ·system of Germany. T!hey ha-ve prrnted textıboaks 
and teachers' •manuals for .the flrst and second classes of el&mentary 
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sohool. According to my opinion, this is o positiıve step towards o genuine 
sotution. 

For uneducoted children with problems in :reading and writifıg, .tfley 
have prepared texts Htustroted with pictures. In this woy, some reltgiou8 
and moral teachings can be communicated .to the ohildren. . 

In the contemporary world, the means of communication cind :learni:ng. , 
suoh os ·television. vkjeo-cossettes, radio, tope-recorders, and the like, 
play, on importont role in the child's world. In addition to teaching arti­
tudes of love and compossion, feligious and moml princiıples ·form suLt· 
<i>le elements in tıhe goals of modern education. 

At the time when 1 acted os -representotive of Turkey as scienÜfic 
and reli'gious advisor for Turkish ohildren irı Germany, ı fıad eyew~tness . 

experience which could be regarded as original for my peopte . . ı om very 
h<ıppy to repeat this fact here. My wish ·is that all odmlnistrators and 
organizers .rhroughout the world can ereota realistic and useful religious ... 
educatlon and .teaching for all people. 


